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® Welcome to the 
Racecourse for 
this evenings 
Pontin’s League Cup 
semi final against 
Sheffield Wednesday. At 
this point I would like to 
welcome all players, staff 

and fans of Sheffield 

Wednesday to North Wales 
for this evenings game. 

Sheffield Wednesday come 
here tonight in their first 
ever Pontin’s League Cup 
semi final. It is also their 
first year in the Pontin’s 
Reserve League set up 
system after their departure 
from the Barclay Card 
Reserve Premier League. 
They are currently 
competing in the division 
above us, which is the 
Pontin’s Premier League 
Division. Despite 
Sheffield Wednesday being 
in the division above 
Wrexham, this will not 
phase the Dragons tonight 
as.to get to this stage they 
already have beaten 
Premier opposition in the 
form of Tranmere Rovers. 
Some would argue that the 
victory packs more punch 
due to it being away from 
home. Wrexham also have 
more Premier League 
experience when only just 
2 years ago they competed 
for one season only in the 
Premier League, as I am 
sure you will remember, 
despite a valiant effort, the 
Dragons got relegated. 


There are more reasons 
why Sheffield Wednesday 
will fear the Dragons 
tonight; one is due to their 

last game in which they 
lost by 3 goals to 2, to the 
other Premier League side 
which Wrexham have 
beaten in the cup this 
season, Tranmere Rovers. 
The other thing which will 
be troubling the Owl’s is 
their recent run of form, as 
well as losing away to 
Tranmere they have also 
recently lost to Barnsley on 
home soil by 1 goal to nil. 
This poor run of form for 
Sheffield Wednesday is a 
complete opposite to what 
has been happening to the 
dragons in previous weeks. 
They have won 3 and 
drawn one of their last four 
games and I am sure they 
will be raring to go in this 
evenings clash. 

There is one other thing to 
be noted before tonight’s 
proceedings commence and 
that is the completion of 
the only outstanding 
quarterfinal league cup-tie 
in which Tranmere Rovers 
beat Wigan Athletic 5-1. 
This puts Tranmere 
through to play the other 
Sheffield side in the form 
of Sheffield United in the 
other semi final. So with 
the stage set for a fantastic 
Cup game, enjoy the 
proceedings. 


Wednesday 17 th March 
2004 

Pontin’s Holidays League 
Division One (West) 
WREXHAM RES. 4 
CARLISLE UNITED 
RED. 0 

The Dragons moved up to 
sixth in the table with an 
emphatic 4-0 victory over a 
youthful Carlisle United 
side at,the Racecourse. 

The visitors included only 
four professionals in their 
15-man squad, and also 
included physio Neil 
Dalton amongst their 
substitutes, and so it 
probably wasn’t such a 
surprise that an in-form 
Dragons - looking for a 
fourth straight victory - 
won so comfortably. 

In fact the final margin of 
victory should have been 
far higher and I’d go as far 
as to say that at least four 
goals should have been 
scored in the first half 
alone - never mind over 90 
minutes. 

Indeed Levi Mackin, Craig 
Morgan, Hector Sam and 
Lee Jones could all have 
scored before Jimmy 
McNulty, on his first 
outing since returning from 
a loan spell with Bangor 
City, headed in the opening 
goal on 20 minutes after 
Lee Jones helped on a 
Matty Crowell comer. 

Sam almost doubled the 

Dragons’ lead within a 
minute but, in a rare 


Carlisle attack, McNulty 
had to be in the right place 
at the right time to clear a 
dangerous Lee Hamilton 
cross from near the goal 
line with Peter Ferris 
closing in. 

That proved to be the 
Cumbrians’ only serious 
threat during an opening 
45 minutes played almost 
entirely with the Dragons 
on the offensive. 

A Mackin shot that took a 
slight deflection was well 
saved low down to his 
right by keeper Peter 
Keen and, on 35 minutes, 
the lively Lee Jones 
latched onto a Crowell 
ball over the top only to 
see his shot saved by 
Keen’s legs. The rebound 
fell kindly to Mark Jones 
but he was guilty of being 
too deliberate and his 
side-foot effort was easy 
for the recovering Keen, 
a deluge of opportunities 
' for the Dragons to 
increase their lead. The 
best chance fell to Lee 
Jones but he was clipped 
by Keen while taking the 
ball round him and he was 
unable to recover in time 
to get any power into his 
shot, though the referee 
incredibly never called 
play back for a foul. Then 
Mark Jones was perhaps 
too deliberate again 
seconds before the break 
with another side-foot 
shot that Keen got down 
well to parry away. 


Though only a goal to the 
good at the break you still 
sensed that there were 
several more goals for the 
Dragons to claim in the 
second period and the 
reserve faithful were 
rewarded for their 
presence with three more 
goals after the break. 

The first came on 53 
minutes. Shaun Holmes 
cut out a Carlisle 
attempted through ball 
and searched out Lee 
Jones with a 40-yard pass. 
The striker did well to 
beat Paul Hamilton to the 
bouncing ball and nod the 
ball forward for Mark 
Jones to chase. Taking the 
ball in his stride, the 
young midfielder cut 
inside the last defender 
and beat Keen with a low 
left-footed drive from the 
edge of the box that found 
the bottom right-hand 
comer of the net 
Four minutes later it was 
3-0 when Crowell’s 
diagonal ball was superbly 
volleyed across the 
penalty area by Holmes, 
Kieran Quinn provided a 
dummy at the near post, 
and Lee Jones 
emphatically beat Keen 
from about 8 yards out. 

At this stage most people 
inside the ground 
probably expected the 
floodgates to open in the 
final half-hour or so but 
instead there was only one 
more goal. 


It came seven minutes 
from time when Lee Jones 
did superbly well to 
control a high ball into the 
box and reach the bye-line 
to the left of goal before 
picking out Sam in front 
of goal, inside the six-yard 
box. The Trinidadian did 
the rest, taking a touch to 
deceive Keen before 
coolly slotting the ball 
into the net with his 
second touch. 

A comprehensive victory 
with the only hint of 
criticism being that it 
really should have been by 
a greater margin. But the 
comer would appear to 
have been turned in recent 
weeks with this being our 
fourth successive victory 
at this level, and the four 
goals bringing us level 
with leaders Wigan 
Athletic in the goal 
scoring stakes - each side 
now having scored 31 
League goals. 

And we’ve still got a 
semi-final with Sheffield 
Wednesday to come. Who 
knows, there may still be 
some silverware coming 
the way of Joey Jones* 
side in the next month or 
so. 

Wreihara: Whitfield, Spender, Holmes, 
McNulty, Morgen, Crowell. Quinn (Dufiy 
88), Maddo, Lee Jones (Feeney 88j£ Sara, 
Mart Jones, Subs: Duuiy Evens, Leather, 
Harris. 

Carlisle United: Keen. BeH, Wright, Paul 
Hamilton, Kelly, Gardiner, Doherty (Dillon 
66), SummerbeU, Lee Hamilton (DtJion 
78), Ferns, Jids. Sabi: Ban-, Wills. 

Referee: Mr. P. J. Grove. 


The man on the Kop — 
Martin Evans 

Tonight we witness the 
second cup semi-final at 
the Racecourse in quick 
succession and if the 
reserves can come close to 
emulating the excitement 
that the first team did 
against Cardiff the other 
week there will be few 
complaints. On the subject 
of our Premier Cup semi¬ 
final I must praise the 
entire team for a 
superlative performance. 

To fight back and equalise 
twice against an outfit from 
a higher division deserves 
great praise, as does the 
way we played during extra 
time despite being reduced 
to ten men after Chris 
Llewellyn had to go off 
injured. The penalty shoot 
out to decide the game was 
certainly nerve racking but, 
thankfully, Steve Roberts 
kept his cool to convert the 
winning penalty after on 
loan goalkeeper Mike 
Ingham had saved Cardiff’s 
previous effort. 

This season is proving 
increasingly difficult to 
predict. We still have a 
chance of making the end 
of season play offs despite 
crushing defeats by 
Bournemouth and 
Peterborough recently. On 
the other hand we have also 
beaten Swindon at home 


and earned a very 
creditable draw away to the 
league leaders, Plymouth. 
The latter of these games 
was all the more 
remarkable due to the fact 
that we had both Craig 
Morgan and Darren 
Ferguson sent off. Perhaps 
the performance in this 
game illustrates the 
fighting spirit in the side 
and, hopefully, we can 
continue these good results 
for the rest of the season. 

A few weeks ago, in this 
column, I stated how 
disappointing it was that 
the club had not been 
invited back to the Isle of 
Man pre-season 
tournament. Obviously 
somebody from the 
tournament organisers read 
that article because after 
Swansea decided to 
withdraw from the 
competition, we were 
asked to replace them. The 
club has decided to accept 
this offer so we will not 
miss out on our annual 
week of sun (hopefully!), 
alcohol and football. 

Euro Ball 

By Paul Griffiths & Ali 
Edwards 

Italy's coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni is keen to 
extend his contract if the 
Italian Football Federation 
wants him. 


Previously linked with the 
Spurs managerial vacancy, 
Trapattoni contract with 
Italy runs out after Euro 
2004. 

There has been speculation 
suggested that Juventus 
coach Marcello Lippi could 
be in line to replace 
Trapattoni after Euro 2004. 
Lippi has a year left on his 
current deal with Juventus 
and has said that he does 
not want to coach another 
Italian club after his second 
spell at the Delle Alpi, 

Juve are second in Serie A, 
nine points behind leaders 
Milan with seven games of 
the season left 
Since the Turin side were 
knocked out of the 
Champions League by 
Deportivo Coruna this 
month there have been 
reports that the club might 
look for a younger coach. 
Monaco's Didier 
Deschamps is regarded as a 
likely target by the Italian 
media. 

Trapattoni, the most 
successful Italian club 
coach of the modem era, 
took over from Dino Zoff 
as national coach after 
Italy's defeat by France in 
the finals of Euro 2000. 
Also Roma boss Fabio 
Capello has revealed he 
wants to manage in 
England, sparking 
speculation that he could 
join Tottenham in the 
summer. 


The former Real Madrid 
boss, who has one year 
left on his Roma contract, 
is keen to move abroad. 
Capello's admission could 
interest managerless Spurs 
while Chelsea are 
reportedly also looking for 
a new boss. 

Capello is said to be 
disenchanted with the 
state of affairs at Roma, 
and Italian football's cash 
troubles. 

Just four months ago, 
Roma were prime 
candidates to clinch the 
Scudetto and make 
progress in the Uefa Cup. 
But they crashed out of 
Europe with defeat against 
Villareal in the Uefa Cup 
fourth round and they are 
11 points behind Serie A 
leaders AC Milan. 

The on-field success was 
helping divert the fans' 
attention away from the 
club's ongoing financial 
problems. 

Only last summer, Roma 
came close to being 
excluded from all 
competitions after failing 
to have their finances in 
order. 

That was the year that 
was... 

Away from the 
racecourse Ground in 
1974 there was only 
one event that the world 
was turning its thoughts 
towards. The 10 th World 
Cup which was played 


in Germany. The 10th 
FIFA World Cgp 
tournament in 1974 
featured two major 
changes. The first was 
a change in the 
tournament rules. The 
first round group 
system followed by 
knock-out in the second 
round was replaced by 
a group system in both 
rounds. The second 
change was the 
replacing of the Jules 
Rimet trophy - won 
outright by Brazil four 
years earlier after 
winning the FIFA World 
Cup three times (1958, 
1962,1970)-by a new 
solid gold statuette 
known as the "FIFA 
World Cup". Notable 
first-time qualifiers for 
the finals were East 
Germany, Haiti, 
Australia and Zaire, the 
first sub-Saharan 
African nation to reach 
the FIFA World Cup 
proper. But Hungary, 
Spain, France and most 
surprisingly England all 
failed to make it The 
favourites, West 
Germany, qualified for 
the second round, if 
rather unconvincingly. 
And following a defeat 
at the hands of East 
Germany in the first 
round, there was a 
major outcry in the 
country with 
Beckenbauer having to 


go on national 
television to explain 
why the team had lost 
to the team from the 
Netherlands, however, 
which included in its 
ranks Cruyff, and 
Rensenbrink, jt was all 
plain sailing as they 
qualified from both the 
first and second rounds, 
beating Argentina (4-0), 
East Germany (2-0) 
and Brazil (2-0) by 
playing the brand of 
"total football" made 
famous by the Dutch 
club side, Ajax. The 
revelation of the 
tournament proved to 
be the multi-talented 
Polish team which 
finished third, with its 
ace marksman 
Gzregorz Lato crowned 
as the competition's top 
goal-scorer (7 goals). 
The Poles, however, 
could not stop the 
Germans from reaching 
the final against the 
Netherlands. The final 
began dramatically as 
Cruyff was brought 
down in the German 
penalty area following a 
solo run. The Dutch 
took the lead from the 
ensuing Neeskens 
penalty before the 
Germans had even 
touched the ball but 
soon they fought their 
way back into the game 
and finally triumphed 2- 
1 


Pen pics 

Robert Poulter 

(Goalkeeper) 

Robert was first involved 
in the first team squad as a 
sub against Luton in 
November 2003. 

He represented England at 
Under-16 level in 2001/02 
and is a goalkeeper of real f 
potential. 

Poulter possesses good 
distributional skills and has 
worked with Kevin 
Pressman and the club's 
coaching staff to improve 
his game during his 7 years 
on SWFC’s books. 

Richard Wood 

(Defender) 

Richard broke into the 
Wednesday first team 
towards the end of 2002-03 
and marked his arrival with 
a bang, scoring on his full 
debut at Burnley. The 
youngster made such an 
impression on Chris Turner 
that the Owls boss handed 
him a two-year deal before 
he had completed the 
second year of his 
Academy scholarship. 

Wood's performances in 
the Reserves had marked 
him out as a prospect for 
the future. After breaking 
into the second string side 
in his first scholarship year. 


he became a solid presence 
with his steadying 
influence and polished man 
marking ability. The 
Ossett product is a tall, 
commanding figure whose 
height is an asset in both 
boxes. 

He joined the Academy full 
time after six years on the 
books at Hillsborough, and 
has shown his versatility by 
switching from his natural 
position of centre half into 
the full back positions 
when required to do so. 

Laurie Wilson (Defender) 

Laurie made his Owls bow 
in an FA Cup tie at 
Scunthorpe in December 
2003,3 days before his full 
debut in an LDV Trophy 
duel with Carlisle. He had 
previously been called into 
the Wednesday squad both 
in 2001-02 and 2002-03 
after developing in the 
club’s Academy. 

The 19-year-old made 
significant strides during 
his first scholarship year, 
with his reserve team debut 
coming just 3 months after 
he joined SWFC. The son 
of ex-Owls manager Danny 
Wilson, his tenacity and 
determination are an asset. 

Paul McLaren (Midfield) 

Paul signed for SWFC in 
June 2001 on a 'Bosnian' 


free transfer from Luton. 

He is a creative player who 
can unlock defences with 
his incisive passing and 
vision. Blessed with strong 
running ability that enables 
him to cover every inch of 
the park, McLaren is also 
adept at winning 
possession in midfield 
skirmishes and is an , 
industrious member of the 
team. He developed in the 
youth system at Luton, 
signing professional terms 
in 1994 and going on to 
make over 200 Hatters 
appearances before joining 
the Owls. 

Although predominantly a 
central midfield man, he 
can also be used wide on 
the right or as a centre half, 
where his aerial ability is 
an asset. His first term at 
Hillsborough saw him 
cement a regular starting 
berth at the turn of the year 
and establish himself as a 
vital cog in the Owls style 
of play. His campaign was 
disrupted by injury during 
2002-03 but he finished the 
season with a clear run in 
the side. 

Adam Chambers 

(Midfield) 

Adam joined the Owls on 
loan from West Brom in 
February 2004, making his 
debut in the win at rushden 
&diamonds 


down, putting opponents 

under pressure and 

providing bite in the Owls 
engine room. 

McMahon 

jfrTirifield/Striker) 

Lewis made his 
Wednesday debut in the 
Owls’ 4-0 win over 
Scunthorpe United which 
took them through to the 
LDV Trophy area final in 
January 2004. The 
Doncaster lad had 
progressed m the SWFC 
reserve and under-19 sides 
over the previous two and 
a half years since joining 
the Wednesday Academy 
in the summer of 2001. 

A dangerous player in and 
around the box, McMahon 
has the ability both to 
create and convert 
chances. He possesses 
fine dribbling skills and 
good control, in addition 
to fine finishing ability. 
First linked up with 
Wednesday as a 14-year- 
old before joining the 
Academy on a full-time 
<i basis. 

Kim Olsen (Striker) 

Kim joined the Owls in 
February 2004 from 
Danish outfit FC 
Midtjylland. He penned a 
contract keeping him at 
Hillsborough until 2005 
after joining for an 


undisclosed fee. The 25- 
year-old made a quick 
impact, earning the match 
winning penalty on his 
home debut against 
Hartlepool United after 
making his bow at Port 
Vale seven days earlier. 

Olsen's 6'4" frame makes 
him a formidable 
opponent in the air for 
defenders, as does his 
ability to finish sharply in 
and around the penalty 
area. But he is more than 
a tall target man, 
processing neat touches 
and passing ability when 
in possession on the floor. 

Jon Shaw (Striker) 

Jon earned himself a tag 
as a prolific goalscorer 
with his impressive record 
in the Academy and 
Reserve teams before 
stepping up to first team 
level. He made his debut 
as a sub in an FA Cup tie 
at Gillingham in January 
2003 - having first being 
called into the senior 
squad the previous term. 

Powerful in the air and 
blessed with sharp 
finishing ability, he causes 
problems for opponents 
with his industrious, 
bustling style of play. 
During the 2000-01 
campaign, he achieved the 
milestone of scoring in 
four consecutive Reserve 


games, having come on as 
a sub in each. The 
lifelong Owls fan 
continued his progress in 
the Reserves last season 
and his efforts were 
rewarded with the offer of 
a one-year contract. 

Liam Needham (Striker) 

A local lad Liam was first 
involved with the first 
team in February 2004 
when he was named as a 
sub for the trip to 
Rushden. He earned 
progression into the senior 
ranks with a string of 
impressive performances 
at reserve level following 
a frustrating time battling 
with injuries. 

A passionate performer, 
the lifelong Owls fan is an 
attacking player capable 
of playing up front or as 
an offensive midfielder. 
He marries an all-action 
style with good skills and 
his mental strength is an 
asset. 

The following have also 
appeared this season, 

Ross Greenwood, Greg 
Padgett, Chris Carr, 

Shaun McAllister and 
Luke Foster. 

It is also likely that 
Wednesday will include 
several trialists this 
evening. 
















>me game denoted by bold type. {C, = League Cup 

>al scorers in bold, (no) = player replaced. * = Own goal scored, a = After extra time. 
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PONTIN’S HOLIDAYS LEAGUE CUP SEMI-FINAL 

Monday 5 th April 2004 
Kick-off 7.00pm 


WREXHAM 

SHEFFIELD WED. 

1. Paul Whitfield 

1. Ola Tidman 

2. Simon Spender 

2. Chris Carr © 

3. Shaun Holmes 

3. Brian Barry-Murphy 

4. Jimmy McNulty © 

4. Adam Chambers 

5. Wayne Leather 

5. Rory McArdle 

6. Matthew Crowell 

6. Richard Wood 

7. Kieran Quinn 

7. Terry Cooke 

8. LeviMackin 

8. Paul McLaren 

9. Joe Feeney 

9. Kim Olsen 

10. Mark Jones 

10. Jon Shaw 

11. Mark Duffy 

11. Ross Greenwood 

12, Mike Wiliams 

12. Danny Reet 

13. Danny Evans 

GK. Rob Poulter 

14. Phil Gray 

14. Dave Knaggs " 

15. Kev Williams 

15. Dave Cockerill ~ 

16. Jamie Reed 

16. Dario Mazolla 


Match Officials 
Referee: Mr. R. M. Pollock 

Assistant Referees: Mr. D. J. Roberts & Mr. B. J. Tattan 










Division One West Pld WDL F A GD Pts 









1 

Stockport 

14 

9 1 4 29 21 +8 28 


Premier 

Pld W D L 

F A GD 

Pts 


2 

Wigan 

13 

8 2 3 31 16 +15 26 








3 

Blackpool 

13 

6 4 3 21 16 +5 22 


Division 







4 

Carlisle 

14 

7 1 6 28 29-1 22 

1 

Walsall 

18 

10 4 4 

33 15 +18 34 


5 

Oldham 

13 

6 2 5 18 18 0 20 

2 

Stoke City 

18 

9 

4 5 

37 28 +9 

31 


6 

Wrexham 

14 

5 3 6 32 32 0 18 

3 

Sheffield Utd 

17 

8 

3 6 

19 19 0 

27 


7 

Macclesfield 

15 

4 6 5 17 21 -4 18 

4 

Tranmere 

15 

7 

3 5 

28 26 +2 

24 

l 

8 

Shrewsbury 

15 

5 2 8 29 25 +4 17 

5 

Rotherham 

17 

7 

3 7 

32 46 -14 

24 

| 

9 

Bury 

14 

4 2 8 16 24 -8 14 

6 

Preston NE 

18 

6 

5 7 

36 29 +7 

23 


10 

Rochdale 

15 

4 1 10 16 35-19 13 

7 

Hull 

16 

6 

5 5 

28 24 +4 

23 





8 

Bradford C 

18 

5 

7 6 

27 25 +2 

22 



Division One East Pld W D L F A GD Pts 


9 

Sheffield W 

16 

6 

1 9 

24 26 -2 

19 


1 

Hartlepool 

15 

10 4 1 31 14 +17 34 


10 

Huddersfield 

17 

4 

6 7 

23 26 -3 

18 


2 

Newcastle 

14 

7 2 5 29 23 +6 23 


11 

Barnsley 

15 

4 

6 5 

22 25-3 

18 


3 

Boston 

12 

7 0 5 25 18 +7 21 


12 

Burnley 

17 

4 

3 10 20 40 -20 

15 

i 

4 

Scunthorpe 

13 

5 6 2 14 15-1 21 



NEXT HOME GAME 

Monday 12 th April 2004, Nationwide League Division Two 
v. HARTLEPOOL UNITED Kick-off 3.00pm 













